
How to Run the Social Scavenger Hunt 

Quick start 

       Goal: Help youth explore creativity, cultural meaning, and digital skills through photos 

         Time: 15 mins (can be extended or adapted) 

        Best for: Youth exchanges, intercultural workshops, digital creativity sessions 

      Use when: Early in the programme to build connection or mid-way as a fun energiser 

          You’ll need: Prompt list (e.g. words or themes), phones/cameras, a place to share the 

photos (WhatsApp, Padlet, Google Drive) 

What is the Social Scavenger Hunt? 
This is a creative group challenge that gets participants thinking visually, cross-culturally, 

and intentionally. 

 

You give them a list of abstract or open-ended words (e.g. ‘youth exchange, ‘friendship‘, 

‘adventure’). Each group must take a photo that represents each word—from their point of 

view. 

 

Afterwards, they add taglines, reflect on what the photos show, and (if they want) post on 

social media. The result? A beautiful mix of perspectives—and a digital record of the project 

experience. 

Why use it? 
• It shows that the same word can mean very different things across cultures 

• It helps develop digital storytelling skills 

• It creates visual content for project dissemination 

• It brings energy and laughter while still sparking reflection 

• It gives everyone a chance to contribute creatively, even those who are quieter in 

discussions 

Who it’s for 
- Youth exchange participants 

- Erasmus+ or Solidarity Corps groups 

- School or informal learning groups exploring creativity or culture 

- Anyone who wants to link media skills with meaning-making 



When to use it? 
- On the first day as an energiser 

- Midway through, when energy dips 

- Linked to intercultural learning or digital literacy themes 

- As part of your dissemination strategy 

How to use it (Step-by-step) 
1. Set the scene 

Explain: 'Each word you’re given has many meanings. Your mission is to take photos that 

capture how you see that word—through your eyes, your story, your culture.' 

2. Split into teams 

Make mixed international groups. Give each team the same list of 5–10 words. 

3. Go out and capture! 

Give them a time limit (e.g. 10 minutes). Encourage creativity, humour, and interpretation. 

4. Add captions or taglines 

Ask them to write a short comment, quote, or hashtag for each photo. Bonus if it makes 

people think—or laugh. 

5. Share your gallery 

Photos can be shared in a WhatsApp group, Padlet, Google Drive. You can: 

- Vote on fun categories (most surprising, most emotional, most abstract) 

- Make a mini exhibition 

- Use photos for a group Instagram reel or recap video 

6. Reflect together 

Ask: 

- What photo made you feel something? 

- What surprised you about how others saw the same word? 

- How can we use photos to tell stories that matter? 

Optional Creative Twists 
• Add a theme: Belonging, Challenge, Joy 

• Give out random props they must include in at least one photo 

• Run it like a competition (just for fun!) 

• Turn it into a zine, blog post, or gallery wall at the end of your exchange 


